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PASTORAL LETTER 
| Writ by: 


The Right: Reverend Father in cok 
GIL BER T, 


Lord Biſhop of SAR UM, 


To the CL ER GY of his Diocels, Wt. 


WINE IN CE I cannot yet. come 
to. do the Duties of my 
d> - Function among, you,” I think 
2 my ſelf obliged to ſupply 
a my abſence by watching o- 
ver you. gs  efteftually as [I 
can at this diſtance. Andi-ſince ſome have 
raiſed ſo: many Doubts'and: Difficulties con- 
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cerning the Allegiance which is due to 
the King and Queef, that the minds of 
the people may be diſtracted by them ; 
eſpecialty jif ,chtEy ſhould: -obſerye, that 
thoſe of the Clergy who have more oc- 
calion to enquire-: into/; ſuch matters than 
other people, and whole Examples ought. 
to have 'grear authoricy, ſhould - be fo far 
poſſeſſed with theſe Scruples , that they 
{hauld rather choole: ro deſert their Sta- 
tions, than ſwear the 'Oaths-- required by 
Law ; I have thought it incumbent on' 
me , to lay: this before you in. the beſt 
Light in which I could pur it, in order 
to.. the . ſatisfying af - all thoſe ' Objectrons 
which may ariſe upon this Occaſion, 

1. The importance of this Matter is too 
viſible to need- any refleftions upon it ro 
make 'it. more fenſible : 4 does not only 
concern. /ydu in: your -otvh © particular ; tho 
that is a confideration in which the pre- 
ſent Intereſt that is of its ſide.,; may tempt 
a Good man: to' be'-a lictle jealous of ir : 
Yer:, on- the (other: hand, men that are th 
a. ſtation; it whiet: they may do fervice 

| to 
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to. God, and the- Church, '#nd fromt'-which 
they , cannot withdraw withotir-domng't codt 
fiderable prejudice - to | the* 'publick: Pelce ; 
and without - ſhaking , 'as far - as *in them 
les, .the prefeac 'Settlement: of "the "Nat 
tion  aught © to: contider welt tre Otoutith 
upon which they g0%b&fore" they, verve 
on. the f(erting themſelves againſt a Work, 
which in the whole ”progreſs of it has 
had -many 'ſignal Chara&ters of a®'favou- 
rable Providence conduting it 5 and that 
gives us the: faireſt! beginnings 'of the moſt 
delirable things that. we can hope 'or wiſh 
for 'oa Earth. 7 "64-0002; © 

Ir gives us all the ſeturity'; 'thar , hu- 
manely ſpeaking, we can Ttook' for , ' both 
for the Proteſtant Religion , and for 'Ci: 
vil Liberty. ' It is our ' preſent. fetice from 
the. three things in the | Warld'; "which, "if 
they were alunder, ought to' five ns the 
greateſt. terror ; but being now all joited 
ropether , . if they -do-riot | both' nttite ind 
awaken 'us againſt fo: dreadful 'an 'appeiY; 
ance, ir looks like a Ctirſe from God uf? 
on us , that . is the certain' foreruntter "0 
| our 
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our Ruine; and theſe are, Popiſh Tyzan* 
ny, An. Jriſb Conqueſt and Maſſacre, and 
French Barbarity and Cruelty, If our Sas 
viour has denounced a terrible Woe againſt 
thoſe, who lay a. ſtumbling Block before 
one of | his .Little Ones, under how» much 
greater damnation, do. they fall , who lay 
iuch a ftumbling Block, as the refuſing: the 
Oaths will be, ; + aaa a whole Nation, and 

a, Nation in whole Strength :and Union , 
_ the ſecurity both of Religion,'and . Liberty 
conliſts? A man that adventures: on ſo dan- 
erous a thing, had need'be very ſure that 
Fl is in all this matter in the right, other- 
wiſe he: runs a riſque of fighting againſt 
God, if: he ſhould happen to be in the 
WTODS. ht 4 Vs Ja f; 1-3 WTOT 
2. Bur all. chis . may, look like a pathe- 
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tha we have a Throne filled, and a King: 


11:0 and 


Paſtoral Let ter. 


and Queen-in Poſleſſion. The bringing the 
ſtate of the Queſtion ſo low, may ſeem ar firſt 
view not to be of ſo much advantage to Their 
Majeſties Title ; butfince I intend to carry the 
matter farther before 1 leave it; I hope ic may 
be no. incongruous Method to begin at that 
which will take in-;the; greateſt numbers, 
ſince thetc is no-Diſpute in; rhis, that they are 
actually in Poſſeſſion of-the Throne, 'that they 
prote&t- us, and'\that we by: living under their 
Protection, and.- enjoying the benefit of it, 
are therefore bourid to make ſome Returns 
ro them for-it. - -, "Fa 
3. A. Man; may Lawtully promiſe to 
do every thing which he may Lawfully. do; 
ſo that if it is Lawful to: obey. the King, it 
i5/alſo Lawful. to promiſe to do it, And 
therefore ſince it does not appear ,that any 
Perſpns; do-dajtbt of the: Lawtulneſs; of 6bey- 
ing, it! cannot. Wh! ;any colour of;, Reaſon 
be {aid zo be Unlawful to;promilet ;- and 
if itis Lawful to promiſe. it, it is; alſo/ Lawful 
ro ſwear. it ; for. an Oath being, only thej 
Sacred, Confirmation. of ',a/ Promile ,: we 
may. Lawfully, ſwear ., every ,thing;: that we) 
Of B may 
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may- Lawfully promiſe : And as- it appears 
that : there les no juſt Objection ro the 
ſovtaring: Obvdience , fo there! « atiles' none 
from the Word: Ah iante 5; i for that being 


ifn-ics- Opipinal” Stgeification , ; 'nothing- but 


the- ' Service: that-—a-" "Vaftal owed: to: the 
Chief 1:ord-of the: Fee;' -1E- the ' King i is 
owned: its Fatt (to!(be!oyir Kits] theri he! i is 
the: Ford. of) the Fbe and - by conſequence 
Alley innet * 4s" dite ts! \him 5 ' Allegiance beitiy ak 
{6 now in our: preſence. (aeceptation, An - 
bediente aceording't6 Law, that is to Yay, n 

2 Blind nor Abſolute Obedience, bur F6h 
wn Obedience, as is defined and lunered* by 


_ the Law, theh the- Scruple that ariſes” our of 


the Word Allegiante vaniſhes. 
4. This <1s enher-trne; ' or-all- theſe who 
live tpon a Continent, '2ad that are fubje&t 
to: the 'Conquelts. and Invaſions of 't T, 
Neighbours mvft- be miſerable : © For- tho one 
Happy Scuatiojn has! exempted us f6t 2 
whole Age from falling- under -any ſich 
Difficulties! ;- "yer' this is a Cale thar' falls 
often - our” in” all © difererit States; which” 2f& 
on the lans Cominent; for if - Subjects owe! 
their 


YM 


Paſſer Stirs Y\ 


cheir natural Privice' fuch an Obſtinate Allegi: 
ance, that neither” Deſertion nor Conqueſt 
can diflolve it, ther in what 2 miferable 
Condition muſt” they ' be, when they fall 
under the Power of their Enemny, ' that ne- 
ver thinks himfelf fecute of chem, but treats 
them fill+ as* Enemies; "rill they ſwear Al- 
legiatice tot him.” "Now alt the erue Max- 
ims' of Government being ſuch , that they 
muſt tend e0''the Prefervation 2nd not "to 
the Ruin i of Mankind; JF is '@brtay' that £114 
thoſe'; zre falſe” which hd : -to crhe inevitz- 
ble Deflection of 'Cliies,  afid Socictics:; and 
therefore this oF! an indifſcaſable- Allegiance 
mult. be! reckoried -arrronF theſe,” Tnce the 
fatal Confequenees- that wilt: Xtrehid!: upon it 
arei bvident,' and this is” che! Opinioi i in which 
all who kave confidered tins mater, either 
—__ or Caſuifts do agre gl 59 vat 
Tf we: eonfider the' whole Hiffory * "of 

Nie Old . Teflon; in which "there __ 
rmaich- plainer Rites,” "ich relation” to. their 
Policy : very by God* himſelf, than can 
be pretthded to) be''t 1h ro " Chriſkiahs'! - 
we' C dexily” ſee: that Mee 4344" Revolucion 
+ 4 that 
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that happened', of which there are many 
Inſtances in the Hiſtory of _the Ten 
Tribes, the People  acquielced _ always -in 
the, Poſſeſſion ; and; the. Prophets that were 
among them , never Charged them with, 
this, nor required them 'to;.returh | back; 
to: thoſe ; Princes, -or - Families which, they 
had ſhaken off. - It js/-rrue this - but 4) 
Negative Authority ; yet when we conſt 
der how particular -the Prophets are in'the: 
enumeration . of their Sins, - theix ſilence on; 
this... Head: is at leaſt a, great Preſumption, 
that they had not contrafted much guilr 
on..this account. The ſame may be' {aid 
of the Obedience of thoſe' in Judah to' Atha- 
liah during. her: unjuſt and bloody Ulur- 
pation ; which {hews, that; tho the Tide 
of a Prince were' manifeſtly Unjuſt, yer .it 
may be Lawful to. take Protection under 
him, and: that, in moſt States - cannot, - be 
had without both giving Obedience, and the 
cntring into ſuch engagements for i, as are 
required by the Rules of that Conſtitution ; 
ſuch was: the making Covenants: with 
their Kings among the Jews ; ſuch. was, the 

| Military 


-- NE ee ee OOO 


: 1. Paſtoral Letter. ''\ \ J 


Military; Oath-among. the Romans, :and: ſuch: 
are the!'Oarhs-of Allegiance wherethe FendÞ 
Law prevails:*-: F-01317 TELIEG! 210 wah 
---6. The \Jews' were obliged by a' plain 
and; expreſs. Law, Dent. 17; Vver.' 15: To 
fet 'a King over them - from among” their 'Bre: 
thre, and\'nbt to ſet 'a Stranger - aver [them "who 
was not © thei Brother 5 Here was a polinve 
excluſion'of all Aliens; ſo. that any Stran- 

r \thit-Reigned over them ,' could only 
berthetr King 'in Fat, . but. - not!) in; Righti;: 
Yer” iv our Saviour's time the Romans, from 
granting the Jews their Protection. , againſt 
the- Kings of. Syria; ' had. fo far extended 
their Authotity,-- that nor only.. theRace; of 
the Matcdbees;''who had: long:.Reignod>bver 
them, -wis deſtroyed, -but even.the ſhewiof 
Freedorry which'' was left,, while Herod; that 
was Circumcifſed and Allied to'the Familyo6f 
the Mutcabees, (was theitsKing, »was/raken a 
way, and? Jude iwas reduc 'irito theiforrti 
of 'a' Province t and-that but lately ,-.iwhen 
the Queſtion was- pyt' to our Sayidur;t Wheobty 
they ſhbuld: pay "Tribute 'to-Ceſan1ior mote? -_ 
this our\Savious: plainly:dttermineditfor. tHitir' 
$==:0 obeying 
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ting. the: Rojwns ;; And: according to; the 
hran= of. ;;almoſt.”- all. Interpreters ;; he 
drew his Argument for it from' this; That 
their; Curreht! Coin carrying; eſar's7 Super- 
(criptiqn upen ir, ; this was. an; acknowledgj 
of ithis: 'Authonty 140d that therefore hinca 
they had once {fubmitted) 9 Gear, they: 
ouglic{ilt r0:rexdr! to bm that: was bigs 
thai torday; (all thar he was then! paſidlled, of 
ne/Fatft,!:This frems tobe a: very. exprels de: 
cillgif\in; this Marctr ;. and: that even. whed 
me: Policfiuſd di -within;:ahe. Memary-:.of 
Man, :ſo:thar 36 Hvas.ciot terrified by: Pre 
ivr 10r chnmemauial” Practice, i and 
when: the ;Rigtiteous Het WAS know n, ani} 
while-ctheiPhajiless kept upiahg: Debare, by 
refuſing ro/own> 2: Fortign and -1dolatras 
Arithonry.\. »Nite out-Saviour,- whole whole 
Doginne] raided bhidffy!.to Hecure: the Peace 
of the. World; dedidedt! plainly, inifayenr of 
PofleſEon ; ror bowere uw deed at great Ner 
rp; and wauld :throw: Men. inte att: Diſtra, 
ions! ifithew.2vere; abliged _ [£x419ne all 
Talks , <and vim: very :Ravb witoh,.. B+ 
wmihy ” boric: ths Nik: thor” by: ws Yu 
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means they" "had "like- t0- have, 'penſhe 
bidoce, 2 Sf it 

274..10 B pot ths! aw Recs gt! 'Ry 
Paul writing to the: - Romans, dechres/4A Ar 
vour of the Powers: that were ; v form bf 

> > not \unlike :ours ; of the' Kine for 

the :tin18 ':being p whony he- calld4his Otlbrance 
of. God, ind he-vequites WMV | 
jett 310 them;\' We ktiow? very bet} what WH 
thei: rue! Ancient Government [1>hH6# the 
Romans,” and 'tharnot orly the” Rights'of © the 
People: 'and Senate were it kulty: Rettted! "as 
any. ching! could rpolkbly!be ay iny hiietit 

Conſticucon;? bur thag''by the Fuleriin © Liv 
it Was: Lawful: fdy ay 1vate Pedfor: co/Kjff 

iſtrace' that Thould *$0 a abt ry 

Ay >the: Liberties! of ithe! People 5*and 
that, the'Crime-fot whith Catilin's Memory 8 
held iniDetcſtatiot®; (provitih rabteucddſ?? 
ful: the: hands: of 'Fullas 'Ceſar! at gh, 
they becaine che ſurpre? of the Liberties'6f 
thei Couxry!; 4nd Hough ” ſortiehing 'ike 
a. —_—_ = 'obtainid fromthe Senate: And 
People, "yet if i8-eviderit- tha© this" Was ex: * 
toated- for” thera 'by ( force; We alſo Re? 
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© from all thar' remains'/'6f Tiberins's Reign: in 


Tacitus, that the Deſign which he conſtantly 
purſued, was to overthrow all-thati was. lef: 
of their, Freedom ; ad; to rob; the People 
of ſuch of . their Libertiss:' as «remain'd.: yet 
in their hands; ſo that it was : a: conſtant 
Progreſs of Uſurpation, and - Tyxanny 51and 
this was, Yet; Aniore: -hapcfac et and blacker 
under Caligula ;;. yer: when St. Paw\ writ ito 
the Chriſtians of Rome, he is expreſs: in this; 
That they ſhould not trouble ' themaletves 
with, Inquiries] into Tides, bur ſhouldicrake 
things /as they found. them; and-»conſrder 
the a \ of the Empire under which! they 
lived, , as ſuch. an effe&:.of 'the. Providence 


of God', that they: ought. ro be: ſubj&t ro 


ic, and. not. reſiſt ,ir,: But this: rdated. only; 
to. the, Chriſtians \ who were: neither : con-! 
cem'd;3 in. the. Authority of .the P&aple, nor! 
inthe - Juri{dichion . of,'the, Senate ;- ſo - thar 
unlels- we! will, , thiak..' 'that _ the- Holy: 
Gholt , - approved .. of: the, blackeſt * and: 
Cruelteſt,.. Uſurpation | thar,Jevers; was ji we 
mult conclude, thag;it-is- the Will of, »God; 
bx all - Private _: Perſons, ;ought;! to: be 
ſubject 


"># 
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ſubjx <& to that authority, which is in pol- 


ſelfion; and that prevails in the places and 
times in which thcy live. 

8. It is clear from the whole Hiſtory of 
the Church, That the Primicive Chriſtians 
underſtood this to be the Doctrine of Chrilt : 
for notwithſtanding all the revolutions of 
the Empire, that were often ſealed with the 
blood of the Dethroned Emperour, they ad- 


hered-ſtill to the poſſeſſion. And ſince we 


{ce by Tertullian's Apologetick, as well as from 


ſeveral other indications, that many of them 


were in the Army,. they certainly {wore 


che Military Oath to every one that pre- 
vailed, and were never once ſo much as 


reduced to any ſtraits, much leſs put to trou- 


ble for their adhering to the Dethroned 


Emporour, or for their refuſing to acknow- 
ledzse the new one. This appeared emi- 


nently in the Caſe of Maximus who had 
murdered Gratian and uſurped his ſhare of 
the Empire; And yer all the Biſhops of the 
Welt, not excepting the Great St. Marti, 

who was called the Apoſtle of France , made 


their applications to him, and followed his 
C Count, 
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Court, as much , if not more, than they 
did any Prince's of that Age: nor is there 
one ſingle inſtance, that I could ever yet 
hear of,” in any part or age of the Chri- 
ſtian Church , where the Clergy refuſed 
to acknowledge him that was. their Ang in 
Fa#t; or to give him all thoſe ſecuriries'of 
their Allegiance and fidelity to him, which 

were required of them. : | 
9. It appears in another inſtance which is 
indeed foreign 'to this matter, Thar our Sa- 
viour judged that the minds of the people 
ought not to be diſtracted with enquiring 
into Titles, but that'they ought to acquieſce 
in the poſſeſſion, even when the Title was 
viſibly and 'unexceptionably bad. In the 
Jewiſh Religion as the High-Prieſt was 
the firſt of all the ſacred Tribe, fo the 
-greateſt piece of their Religion, which was 
the Annual Expiation, was to be perform'd 
by him ; & by their Law'it was provided thar 
the High-Prieſt's eldeft Son ſhould be anoin- 
\ted to ſerve before the Lord in his Father's 
ſtead, unleſs he had any of thoſe Blemiſhes 
in his Body that tendred him unfic for ir. 
v0 
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beritance., and their Genealogies were 1a 
carefully preſerved, that it was not poſh- 
ble for them to be miſtaken in him - that 
of right ought to have been their Rligh- 
Prie(t ; yer in our Sayiour's time this lacred 
office was fet to ſale by the Romgns, {© 
that (atiaphas had- both purchaſed it wick his 
Mony, and had alſo thruſt our him tg 
whom ic belonged by the Law of God. 
Here were all che Nullicies that could aJ- 
moſt be in a Title : Yet Our Savjour owned 
this Mercenary High-Prielt, he joined in 
all the parts of the Temple-ſervice; and 
ſince he fulfilled all righteouſneſs, no daubr he 0+ 
beyed that Law, of geivg thither gn the 
day of the general Aroneiment for rhe ſins 
of the whole people, though he had ng 
need of ir in his own particular : he- alſo 
acknowledged the High-Prieſt's authority by 
anſwering 'to him when he was brought 
before him, and adjured by him to ſpeak 
the truth. St. Paw! not only did the :lame, 
but | when he'had been guilty , of an 3n- 
decency to Ananias, not knowirig him to _ 

C 2 the 
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che High-Prieſt, he made an apology for ir; 
mwhich as he pleads his ignorance, ſo he plain- 
ly acknowledges the reſpect that-was due to 
him. This it yet carried further by St. John who 
fays that Caiaphas as High- Prieſt for that year 
propbeſied. - All this ſhews/that even when 
rules were given by God himſelf and were 
notoriouſly and infamouſly broken in the 
offices of the higheſt nature ; yer the peace 
and+ quiet of mankind were to be prefer- 
red to all' poſitive Laws, | and that all 
perſons were directed by an infallible au- 
thority, to acknowledge thoſe who were in 
poſſeſſion. | 

10. But now I will advance the ſtate of 
the Queſtion a litrle further , beyond that of 
a bare poſſeſſion, into that of a Title declared 
by thoſe who only can be ſuppoſed to be 
the proper Judges of it : and. in-order to 
the opening this-,. ir ought to be confide- 
red, That there is this difference between all 
ſpeculative points of opinionand all queſtions 
that relate to matters of Fatt ;; that: in 
the fermer every Man muſt {tilt think ac- 
cording to the. Gale, that he himſelf has, 


and: 
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and muſt nor - ſubdue his: underftanding ro 
any Authoricy whatſoever, nor yield 
wo any 'pretended * infallibility; but in 
matrers of Fact; if a Man belongs to aty 
body that-'makes any - deciſion! relating to 
them, he muſt agree to ir, ' arid acquielce in 
ir, though he thinks it wrong. A Member 
of any Court of Juſtice in which an un- 
jalt.. Decree 1s paſt, though he is bound. 
ro'''oppole it; 'while. it 'is in agitation ; 
yer when 1t is paſt; he' himſelf nor only 
acquieſces. in it,” but muſt afrerwards iſſue 
out ſuch Orders as are conſequent to: 
that Decree:, as readily as. if. he himſelf 
had concurred in the making of ir. "Thac 
_ this is a certain- truth there-needs no other 
proof bur this, "Tnat it is ſimply and in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary to the preſerving the 
Peace of Mankind:, and tothe keeping of 
all Societies in Union and'Qrder ; and every 
Maxim that is of ſuch:abſolute neceſſity to 
Mankind muſt be true. Now,with relation to 
the ſubjet now. under. :conſideration,. there 
are T'wo: Queſtions ' which- may: be made : 
FheFnſtis; A:Point of ſpeculation; how far 
+ 80a Subjects 
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Subje&s-afe-: baung to. obey, or ſubmir! £9 
the Supreme , Bower ,apd , whether they 
may reli} them in; any caſe; ,and more 
particularly, if that. may be done on the 
account of. Religion. And as;ro this thexe 
is no Debate at preſeat, ſo'that all Men 
may retain their former OQpinians, But 
the Second relates to the Hiſtory and Po- 
licy of England, Whether the. King derives 
his Power from God, and ſq is agcounzs 
table only to him; or if he holds it by 
an Original Contra& with his: People, ſq 
that upon his breaking ir, they. likewiſe may 
be acquitted from all Qbligatiens to. him, 
This depends: on owt: Laws, Records 
and Hiſtories ,-. and the: refolution of it, 
can only be taken from them; fo thele 
being all Matters of Fact, whatſoever deci- 
ſton was .madeby thole. who are the only 


. competent Judgos, ict nauft! joblige all -Per- 


ſons, not exceptitg ' even thoke who be- 
ing of that Body. appolſed it while it was 
a making ::avd therofare all Engliſh Men are 
bound coat according to:that Judgment,and 
by conſequence;todwearthat they will do m 
An 
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And: therefore no private Perſon ought 
co let his parcicular Notions of our Govern- 
ment determine him, - but is bound to re- 
fign them up to the deciſion that has been 
ſo 'pablickly made in it. Here it were 
an eaffe thing to urge all thoſe Topicks 
which have been made ufe of with rela- 
tion "to the Difenters, who in the mar- 
ters of 'Govetnmient have fer up their own 
doubrs ahd ſcruples in oppoſition ro Laws 
and 'eftabliſhed Rules. Bur this Argument 
might 'ſeem invidious, and therefore Twill 
n6r: nk {t upon ir. 

- Bur I will, in-the laft place, carry 
this piers further to juſtifie the preſent 
fettlement, as a thing 'right and lawful in 
ir ſelf: and 'in order to the ſtating 'this. 
aright, 'this' rauſt' be acknowledged ., That 
there-are few of thoſe, tho' ſometeemnow:to 
be in ſome doubr concerning this matter, 
who did not think that the King, when, 
he was Prince of - Orange, had a; juſt cauſe 
of War, when he fiſt undertook this -bu- 
fineſs ; far even at Cominon-Law 'an Heir 


in Remamder has. juſt cauſe to ſue him that 
185 
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T he. Biſhap of. Satum's 
is in poſicflion, if he makes. waſts 'on! the 
Inheritance which is his in Reverſion. Ir 
is much more reaſonable, ſince the thing 1s 
much more important, [That the/Heir of a 
Crown \hould interpoſe-, when: he ſees him 
that is in Poſſefion hurried on blindfold 
ro ſubjedt an independent Kingdom to a 
Foreign Juriſdiction, and. thereby to-rob 
it both of , its Glory, and. of. its ſecurity, 
And' when it is manifeſt that this.. muſt 
occaſion the greateſt Ruine and ' Mileries 
poſſible to - that, Kingdom; And when a 
pretended Heir was ſet up in ſuch a man- 
ner that the whole Kingdom believed him 
ſpurious. In ſuch a Caſe it cannst be denyed, 
even according to the higheſt principles of 
Paſſive Obedience, T hat , another Soveraign 


Prince ,might make' War. on a: King fo abu- 


{ing his power ; and that this. was the Cafe 
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acquired in the Progreſs of it. Therefore King 
James having lo Pr funk in the War, that he 
both abandoned his }'cople, and delerted 
the Government, all his Right and Title 
did accrue to the King, in the right of a 
Conqueſt over him ; ſo that it he had then 
aſſumed the Crown, the Opinion of all 
Lawyers muſt have been on his fide : Bur 
he choſe rather to leave the Matter to the 
Determination of the Peers and People of 
England, choſen and aflembled together with 
all poſſible freedom, who did upon that de- 
clare him their King ; ſo that with relation 


_ toKing James's Rights, he was veſted with 


YIIM 


them by che Succelles of a Jult War, and 


yet he was willing, with relation co che - 


People, to receive the Crown by their De- 
claration, rather than to hold it in the Right 
of his Sword: And indeed which way ſo- 
ever that King 7ames's deſerting the Govern- 
ment is turned, this Argument has much 
weight ; for if he was forced to ic, chen 
kere was a Conquelt ;_ and if ic was volun- 
cary;. it. was a-wilful Defertion : che Cireat 
Seal's being caft into the” Thames, is an un- 
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accountable part of it, and ſeems to imply 
this at leaſt, That either he did not think 
of returning again, or that if he ſhould re- 
turn, that he would no more Govern b 
the ſhew of Law, of which the Great. Seal 
ſeems always to carry lome Prints. 


So that, in a word, the People of England 
being lefr withour a Government, and-in 
the Hands of one that could and might 
have aſſumed it, and that ſtood ſo near 
the immediate Succeſſion to the Crown, 
were reduced to the neceſiity, either.of con- 
rinuing in a State of Anarchy; for a Re- 
gency for Life, which. was offered by thoſe 
who. except to the Oaths, though it was a 
real divefting of King James of our Alle- 
giance, and the tranſlating it to another, is 
no better in the conſtruction. of the Law, 
it having no legal Security in-it to condu&Þ 
the Government, or ſo mich: as to indem- 
nify thoſe that ſhould a& under it ; or of re- 
turning back to that Miſery which they had 
ſo much dreaded but a few Months betore; 
or of- ſettling themſelves upon ſuch a legal 
Foun- 
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Foundation as might ſecure the Peace and 
Quiet of the Nation; and 1n all Extre- 
mities relating to the Government, that is 
always beſt which is ſafeſt ; and every Re- 
ſolutioa which is neceſlary to the Peace and 
Happineſs -of the Nation, is upon that 
very Accouat Jult and Good, becaule ir 
is, neceſſary. 


And now I have gone over this Argu- 
ment, in all the Branches and different 
Views in which it may be ſet, and. have laid 
before you the Realons that make me con- 
clude, that the Settlement now made, was 
founded on good Grounds, and that tho the 
Grounds were doubtful, yet that all the Sub- 
je&s ought to be determined by the Deci- 
fion made by the Repreſentative of the 
Kingdom : And beyond all this, that even 
a Poſſeſſion, without ſo great a Support, 
ought to quiet all Mens Minds, at leaſt fo far, 
that they ought to.ſubmic and ſwear to it 
without any Scruple. 


It remains that I ſhould ſay, ſomewhat 
in Anſwer to theſe Obje&ions that _ 
e 
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arife againſt all this, the chief of which 
are taken from thoſe Oaths and En- 
gagements by which you were bound to 
King James and his Heirs: And from 
this, that Allegiance feems to be a perſo- 
nal Tie which binds you to him during 
Life, and after his Death paffes to his 
Heirs ; bur if ic is certain thar Alegitance 
is a Tie to a Prince, in conſideration. of 
the- Protection. which he gtves, then, when 
he can no- more protect thole who owed 
him Altegiance, they can be no longer 
bound to him, but mult give their Allegi- 
ance to him rhar protects chern, 


The very Term of Allegiance rifes our 
of the Feudal Law, by which the chief 
Lord of a Fee, when he trade ary Grarts 
ro his Vaſſals, crook then bormd. in corfide- 
ration of theſe Grams to adhere to him, 
to defend his Perfon, and tw aff him m 
tis Wars, bur all his being dene' by the 
Vaſdals i in conſideration of che Fee rhar was 

ranced, an Origmal Contra@ is im-- 
lied in m it; "Tas if he 4." þ the- 


Fee 


Paſtoral Letter. 25 


at OE —oo—_ 4 leh. 


Fee ſhould go to take away the Fee ic ſelf, 
or to change the Nature of the SubjeQi- 
on in which the Vaſlals were put by the 
rſt Grant, then the Oath which was ground- 
ed on it could not be {uppoled to bind them 
any longer. 


Nor.can any Man be bound to. a Man's 
Heir before he himlelf is Dead; fo that | 
the Tic arifing from the word Heir can fig- - 
nify nothing, till the Inheritance is opened 
by Death ; and in that Cafe we mult re- 
turn to this, ' thas Allegiance and Pro- 
reftion being reciprocal, there can be ne Al; 
legiance due, where there can be no Pro- 
reftion. given. In {hare, che- dechazing- of: 
this Government, arid the deprees of the- 

Submafion wines che Subjetts ewe ous: 
Prince, and of che Perſon to whom their 
AMe2izrice is due, ean only be made: by: 
the:. Pecrs and People of Emlewd: and 
when thar is' done, you muſt 16ſt: there; 
and give your felves no further eouble;. 
otwerways yow take 50 your felves an. Au 
thoricy. of judging is a Mater relaving' 6s: 
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your Government, after thoſe who are 


' the only competent Judges bave decided 


It. - -1 | | 
This being then the -rrue State: of the 
Queſtion, .it is -now: reduced to this, that 
ſince there is on the one fide, ſuch clear. 
and apparent Realons leading us to obey, 
and 'that on ithe-other f1de: there :isnothing 
but an Opinion, that ſome Mea -whole 
Studies have never -led : them to examine, 
either the Nature of Civil Societies in Ge- 
neral, according to' the Roman Law, or 
the Nature _of the'/Engliſh Government 


from the Laws and Hiſtory - of- England, 


with that care - that. was Neceſlary, have 
taken up that- there is an uncontroulable 
and Supream'. Power... lodged : with | our 
Kings by a;Divine Deputacion, which:ex- 
empts:them.- from. being. called to: an--Ac- 


count,,:os reliſted by their People; let: their 


Viglations. of the} Law. ;be never :{o many 


ortho j enivent-;12 When, EAday;i thebe [twWO9: 
things ; are .mweighed the! one: againſt the: 


other, ;jt ſeems: yery plain that'che- former 


mult fax. down-weigh the other. > +2.:4.! 
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[ will not here enter 'into' this Argument, 
that muſt carry me very far if I ſhould 
once undertake it; I have done it upon 
another Occaſion, 'and I' will only add one 
thing in this Paper; That the .. Original 
Articles of the Magua Charta granted: :by 
King 7obn, is now in my Hands, with his 
Great Seal' to. it; which has. been ever 
ſince that 'Time eſteemed the Meaſure of 
the Engliſh + Government; and by 'it, - ic 
3s exprelly provided ; 


© That in caſe the Bing flhould vio- 


late any Part of: ie, and foutd refuſe 
fo irectfy what-hehad-doneannſs; 1c - 


(ould be lawful fo: the Barons; and 
the whole People of England, to di- 
ſtreſs' him ' by all the Ways” they 
coun think-on; ſuch as;'the ſeizing 
on' his Caſties; Lands; and:Pof- 


ſeſſions, p2oviſion 'being/ only made 
fo: the Safety of 'the Perſons of [the 


King and Mucen,' and of their'Chil- 
drette oo hy nt ban cot] gt 
| And 
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And the Subjects are not only warranted, 
but required to- enter into _Aflociations and 
Oaths for that Effet. This is an Evidence, 


that by the Anciemc Conſtitution of England, 


there was no luch irreſiſtible Authority in 


onr Kings, as lome have been inclin'd «0 


1magane, 


Bu after all, if there be any who are ſo 
poſleſt with their preconceited Opinions, 
that they either cannot lay them down, or 
will not confeſs that they have been miſta- 
ken in their Notions of Politicks, theſe 
ought to be very. fure that they are in the 
Right, before chey will adventure, as far as 
in them lies, to undermine and ſhake the pre- 


ſent Conſtitution. 


| To: conclude; I hope you will examine 
this whole Matter with the Care and Atrenti- 
on thac. it deſerves ; that you will weigh the 
Reaſons of both Sides, without partality , 
that you will Faft-and Pray, in order to - 
preparing your Minds for-the fiading out- of 
the Truth; and that you will hearken to all 
that 
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that can be ſaid of both hands, being neither 
byaſſed to the Affirmative by your preſenc 
Intereſts, nor inclined to the Negative as to 
the received Opinion, neither afeting Sin- 
oularity, nor throwing your ſelves into the 
Croud ; bur that you will ſeek to hear Rea-_ 
ſon, and examine whar is moſt agrecable 
ro the Scriptures, and be determined by it. 
This is the daily and moſt earneſt Prayer 
of 


Reverend and dear Brethren, 


May the 15th, 


Tour moſt AﬀeFionate 
Brother and moſt Hum- 
ble Servant. 
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